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et and ecology are rapidly becoming the most demanding subjecis for del
vgence of enveronmental problem pose shift challenge fm'l ,-M'n'\u ol \{ :'- ’ ",”".‘ decieion and
Ponmental education has single, defined but multi faced object ,h'_""”\n\ well as social
Wearning about the factor cases and solwions to the environmental ””: :H’:llr-',:::::.,:ml crisiy
K

s immediare” reachon 1o concrete problems in  management of namiral "
arnra

resources

ducation aims at ultimately for reaching and manifold behavioral changes in everyday

MR place. University education in India has three major components: ,(-,,:-‘m research e
it of more than 100 universities, there are about 20 wuniversities reaching m“

: Pareas. It is humanity s best hope and most effective means to achieve .s.-.mmm s

: ation must not be equated with schooling or formal envirommental education alone. I
rmmal and informal modes of instruction and learning as well including traditional

e ami community. This community of leachers can be widened 1o inform and educate people
quirements of a sustainable future. While sustainable development is @ long-term goal for
and a process which is a necessary need to take place over time, there is a sense of urgency o
quickly before time runs out with a new vision of environmental education.

is economically richer & environmentally poorer than ever”

I education (EE) refers to organized efforts to teach about how natural environments function
ly, how human beings can manage their behavior and ecosystems in order 10 live sustamably.
ten used to imply education within the school system, from primary to poest-secondary. However,
s used more broadly to nclude all efforts to educate the public and other audiences. ncluding
. websites, media campaigns, cte. Related disciplines include outdoor education and experiential

al education is a leaming process that ncreases people’s knowledge and awareness about the
and associated challenges, develops the necessary skills and expertise to address the challenges,
titudes, motivations, and commitments to make informed decisions and take responsible action
bilisi Declaration, 1978).

al Education (EE) lies within the concept for Sustanable Development which is defined as
needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generations 10 meet thewr own
diland, 1987), where needs can then be described as economic, social (cultural & health) and
and safeguarding the needs of future generations by minimizing the use or waste of non-
ssources: sustainable use of renewable resources; ensuring that the waste from ciies keepmg
bsorptive capacity of local and global sinks (Global Forum, 1994).

concept of sustainable development lies the concept of environmental education for sustamable
t which ias been defined by (Fien, 1993) as follows: "The development of human capacity and
o participate in determining the future, encourage technical progress as well as fostering the cultural
favoring social and economic change to improve the quality of life and more equitable ccononne
ile living within the carrying capacity of supporting ccosystems 1o maintain life ndefiniely”

ulation growth in India causes untold suffermg and all related hazards. Tt causes pollution and the
like air, water ete. reduce the quahity of life of man. It causes 1eSOUICE scarce. For these reason

ental education is need for population consciousness

Importance of Environment Education & Awareness. :

of environmental studies is vast and wide. Sky 15 its hmit and ocean is its depth. What 15 not
n environmental studies shall take vears and years yetla think as how 1o eover. Studies nf\'cal that
e past, few decades there has been fundamental change in the attude of man towards environment

< a time when environment meant only sumtation and he _ :
; ' while plannmg a better

¢ environment is conceived n 1ts totahty and a hol
{ life stressing upon sustainable development
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Environmental education aims at ultimately for reaching and mnnir? l:lesbmo o i
at the work place. Univers_ily education in India has three major cor(:1 onents: tea ﬂwl" n everyday life and
Outv of more than 100 universities, there are about 20 universities l:eathm' ing courses n e g
Besides these, there are also research institutes and prol‘essit;nal institutions mh; Indian Institutes
Tec_hnology, scveral Enginccring Colleges, Schools of Planning and Padntectm etc. which courses d
environmental education is the tool for sustainable development. Environmental Gdllum oﬁ“hmy e
hope and most effective means 1o achieve sustainable development. Envnmmem mzwn b
eq{Jated \kr:ith schooling or formal environmental education alone. It includes non-formal and n;zsmma:
of instruction and learning as well mcluding traditional learning acquit‘édin home and community
Formal & Environment Education & Awareness iy o

ry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), the

T I?opgh formal education is the mandate of the Minist

Mlmsuty of Environment & Forests has been interacting with the MHRD, NCERT, State Departments of

Education etc. to ensure that environmental components are adequately covered at the school levels by
At the formal level, schools,

infusion into the school curricula at various levels
p environmental education. In the year 2003, the Honorable Supreme
compulsory subject at all levels of

colleges and universities have taken u
Court of India directed that Environmental Education should be taught as a ¢

education. In spite of this order, environmental education as part of formal education is still in its mfancy.
Environment Education would be very effective if:

Teachers, who would integrate EE into the formal curricula, are properly trained and motivated. They should

teach EE on a multi-disciplinary basis rather than as a separate subjeet.

Greater emphasis is on practical experience related 1o the environment rather than classroom learning.
Non-Formal Environment Education & Awareness :
Environmental Education, Awareness and Training plays a significant role in encouraging and enhancing
people's participation in activities aimed at conservation, prolectiu:: and management ttf the mvnm&gnm;}
essential for achieving sustainable development. The Ministry, therefore, ac'.:.wds priority tpr the pmmd:ﬁn
non-formal environment education and creation of awarcness among all sections of the society lhmughﬁ vzr::
activities using traditional and modern media of communication. Non-formal mcthmls cq!llld be m i ::r ge‘g
as the theme of environment is topical, practicable and relatable. The focus is mostly on

illiterate —areas. . | e ' $oes ik
Most efforts in this field are by the local and international NGOs. The lack of Wt;?:xaﬁon.
manpower are the major limitations in the effective utilizanon of non-formal environme

Ministry through several schemes, 1t is felt tha
' ﬁ-mmw them and make them
wm media. "Mass Awareness”
not only to intensify the efforts already
ibest source for environment

Mass Awareness _ "
Despite great efforts to spread environmental awaieness by the

a large population especially i rural areas 13
aware of the environmental problems is il
has therefore been identified as one o

being made in this direction but als
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based program and inlfomercinls. Professional Medin
out th: campaign also play a major role
If!muufs taken by Indian Government for Environment Eduention & Ay
Uhe Indian Constitution laid down the responsibility of Government 1o prm::re““-a'
- lﬂdi‘l‘lﬁd. it a “fundamental duty of every citizen 1o protect and improve “": “ﬂml 'mprove the environment
m rivers and wildlife”. On this background Departiment of I‘:"Virun‘:-::::‘: environment including
Gove et of India in 1980 and a Ministry was lormed m 1985 Ihe Constitutio was established by the
the environment along with the environmentally sound - %
Environment Education (EL) strategy has been evolved.
edr Plan in 1983-84 with the following objectives:
al Education & Awareness and Training Scheme
tends to enhance our understanding about the interactions bet
Also, it aims to facilitate the development of skills for enviro
are as follow:
ironmental awareness among all sections of the society;
onment education, especially in the non-formal system among different sections of the society:
€ \.:elopmem of education/training materials and aids in the formal cducation sector; v
Wironment education through existing cducalional/sciemiﬁclresearc‘ll‘m'
ng and manpower development for environment education, awarem.ﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ.i'lg;
B€ non-governmental organizations, mass media and other concerned omﬁlm
out environmental issues among the people at all levels: :

rent media including films, audio, visual and print, theatre, drama, advertisements, hoarding,
nars, workshops, competitions, meetings etc. for spreading messages concermning environment and

e
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. and the Government's
l[?lrflcllf:us % an important backdrop
EAT Scheme was launched during

ween human beings and
nmental protection. The objectives

eople's participation for preservation and conservation of environment.

ken for consciousness:

Wareness programme should be started from villages to towns.

0 be taught to restore and construct their surroundings. There should be a topic to educate them.
st be taken up are human health, fammly planning nutrition of child and women rural
. slum 1umprovement, prevention of food contamination etc.

mn schools should be taught the role of trees, wild life etc.

based training to be made to love for plants and ammals.

e sensitive to environmental problems.

equire skills for solving environmental problems.

vironment Awareness Campaign (NEAC)

GC)

ent of non-governmental organizations, mass media and other concerned organizations for

wareness among the people at all levels.
f environment education through existing educational/ scientifie/research nstitutions.

aining and manpower development in environment education.
n of people’s awareness for the preservation and conservation of environment.
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